J74                         THE   PARSIS

to differentiate it from Rationalism or Unitarianism. Ahriman
may be regarded as a kind of personification of evil impulses
within us. Other picturesque doctrines are parables of the
central truth that God is one, and we must please Him by
good thoughts, words, and deeds, convinced that if we do so
it will be well with us in a world beyond death. It will
be instructive to quote the message in full:l

I therefore beg of you with all the earnestness I am capable of to set
about the business of reform in religious matters. The first and most
imperative need of the times is to have a simple creed of the Zoroastrian
religion. When the fundamental beliefs are formulated, it will be seen
how singularly free from all dogmas the Zoroastrian creed is. The one
dogma which is often hurled at the heads of Zoroastrians by the enemies
of our faith, namely, the doctrine of two independent self-created deities,
Spenta Mainyu and Angra Mainyu, continually fighting with each
other, is not accepted by the best exponents of our faith, these opposing
so-called deities being only the good and evil motives or feelings in our
mind which are opposed to each other, before a man endowed with free
will decides in favour of the good motives and bases his action upon
them alone. If this dogma is discarded, there is nothing like a dogma
left in the articles of our faith, which can be reduced to a very simple
belief in an omniscient, all-bountiful and omnipotent God, who insists
on good thought, good word and good action, and ordains evil to the
evil-doer and blessings to the pure both in this world and the next,
according to their thoughts, words and deeds. If our creed is thus
authoritatively formulated by an ecclesiastical council formed of the
best religious experts in our community, it will stand out in most favour-
able contrast to the creeds of other religious systems which I need
hardly name, and which embody a number of dogmas that human
reason cannot accept in the present times of advanced thought,

I would dwell for a moment on this aspect of oar religion. It is
singularly free from dogmas, and is so simple in its tenets that it differs
but little from Unitarianism or Rationalism. Its system of morality
is extremely simple, straightforward and practical, like the practical
morality of Freemasons. It is not overlaid with metaphysical distinc-
tions and disquisitions such as are found in the Hindu schools of
philosophy, which, however ingenious and subtle they may be from an

1 From the address of the President of the Fourth Zoroastrian Con-
ference, 1913, Mr H. J. Bhabha, late Director of Public Instruction in
Mysore State,